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7th September 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

It is a pleasure to write my first weekly letter to you all on our return for the academic year 2016-17.  

We have an exciting year ahead as we see so many reformed GCSE and A’ level subjects through to 

completion for the first time whilst others begin the process this year. 

 

I should pay tribute to the returning pupils who performed so well in the examinations last summer.  

Their industry has created a fine platform for the year ahead.  We are proud of their achievements. 

 

I thought you might like to know that we have introduced new arrangements for tutoring this year which 

should provide an even stronger level of support, challenge and encouragement and by adopting a 

consistent model across the school it should lead to enhanced communication and coordination.  Pupils 

have, for the first time been allocated to tutor groups which will, by and large, comprise pupils who are 

at a similar stage of their education.  This is called horizontal tutoring and allows group tutors to really 

focus on the needs of the individual in that context. 

 

It was a pleasure to welcome so many new boarders and day pupils back to School prior to Monday to 

ensure that they were at ease for the first full day of term on Monday.  The arrangements seem to have 

worked very well for families and the pupils. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to ask that any enquiries are addressed to your son or daughter’s 

Houseparent in the first instance to enable them to coordinate the work of their tutor team and to 

ensure that they are in touch with any developing issues. 

 

In our first assembly of the term it was a pleasure to commend the pupils who took part in the Gold 

Duke of Edinburgh expedition and the annual CCF Summer Camp for their fine conduct and 

engagement.  There were some notable successes in sport in the summer including Jordan Smith’s 

selection for the Bermuda age group national team, Sam Roberts’ dual triumphs in the IAPS National 

Long and Triple Jump competitions and for Sam Osborne who won two gold and a silver medal at the 

National Summer Swimming Championships. 

 

Congratulations also to Oliver Hall on his Army Officer Selection Board result which has secured a place 

at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst and also to Candice Lockett on completing the Air Leadership 

course at RAFC Cranwell. 

 

This week there is the opportunity for all aspiring thespians to audition for the musical production 

(Hairspray) on Thursday of this week and for the first time we are actively seeking pupil volunteers to 

form a technical team to work on the production from the outset.  In light of the new facilities that are 

currently under construction and the appointment of a new whole School Director of Performing Arts, 

these are exciting times for music and drama. 

 

On Saturday, we welcome back Old Bromsgrovians who left the School between 1960 and 1969 and 

will be in full swing with a large number of hockey, netball and rugby fixtures which are followed in the 

evening by a barbeque for the boarders.  If you are visiting, please allow extra time to find a parking 

space. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to promote the work of the Parents’ Associations in houses and the 

School Liaison Committee which operate throughout the year.  Please contact your Houseparent if you 

are interested in finding out more.  I would like to thank Mrs Rose for her outstanding work as 
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Chairperson and note that she will be standing down for the year ahead now that her children have left 

the School.  It has been a pleasure to work with her over the last year and know that she has had a 

positive impact on the work of the group during her tenure. 

I will, from time to time, highlight important events ahead and feel that it would be helpful for you to 

know the dates of Parents’ Evening for the year which are as follows: 

 

Upper Sixth U6 (Y13)  19th October 2016 

Upper Fourth U4 (Y10)  17th January 2017 

Fifth Form 5 (Y11)   2nd February 2017 

Lower Sixth L6 (Y12)  9th March 2017 

Lower Fourth L4 (Y9)   2nd May 2017 

 

Calendar details are published through the Bromsgrove School App (available from iTunes and the 

Google App store) and on the Parent Portal.  It is vital that you ensure that we have up to date email 

contact details that will allow you to access the system which will hold reports, letters and other key 

documents for your benefit. 

 

Unfortunately, there has been some disruption to traffic around the School caused by roadworks but we 

hope that they will be completed as soon as possible.  Please could I ask for your support in ensuring 

that the one-way restrictions are scrupulously observed around the Old Police Station. 

 

In closing, I would like to thank you for your willingness to ensure that the pupils have been well 

presented on their return to School.  We will be working hard to ensure that they maintain the standards 

that are of such importance to the life of the School. 

 

I should also note that we are intent on protecting the precious teaching time available to pupils this 

year and to that end I would ask you to avoid making arrangements that will impact on School 

commitments.  Requests may be made to Houseparents in the first instance but should be restricted to 

unavoidable medical or compassionate circumstances. 

 

It is good to be back into the swing of things and to see the School return to life.  I wish you well for the 

start of term and I hope that you are hearing good things from your children. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
 
Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 


